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Dear Minister, 
 
I write in relation to the Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee’s recent 
consideration of the Local Government Pension Scheme (Miscellaneous 
Amendments) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 (SSI 2020/31). 
 
The Committee welcomes the correction this instrument makes to the drafting error 
in the Local Government Pension Scheme (Increased Pension Entitlement) 
(Miscellaneous Amendments) (Scotland) Regulations 2019 that was identified by the 
Committee in its report dated 21 January 2020.  The error was in the 
commencement provision. 
 
However, the Committee is disappointed that this instrument raises two new points. 
The Committee has called for these to be clarified.  One of these relates to 
commencement of the provision which was correcting the error in the earlier 
commencement provision. The Committee has reported SSI 2020/31 under reporting 
ground (h) as it considers that the meaning of both regulation 1 and regulation 2(2) 
could be clearer. I enclose a copy of the Committee’s report which provides further 
detail on these issues. 
 
Consideration of this instrument has also highlighted that paragraph 6 of schedule 4 
of the Local Government Pension Scheme (Scotland) Regulations 2018 (which are 
being amended by SSI 2020/31) is now redundant. Paragraph 6 specifies what may 
be done by a fund-substitution direction under paragraph 3, but paragraph 3 has now 
been revoked. The Committee welcomes the Scottish Government’s commitment to 
repeal the redundant paragraph, and would be grateful for an indication of when this 
is likely to be done.   
 
As well as the issues referred to above, SSI 2020/31 contains five minor points. The 
Committee considers it concerning that so many issues have arisen in such a short 
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instrument. We hope you will find this comment constructive as it is not our intention 
to be critical. 
 
In light of the Committee now having reported on this instrument, the Committee 
invites the Scottish Government to reconsider whether it is prepared to make any 
further clarifications or corrections to address the issues raised, and, if so, what the 
likely timescale for this would be. I would be grateful for a response by 9 April 2020. 
 
I look forward to your response. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
Bill Bowman 
Convener of the Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee 


